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iniquity thereof upon it, and the land vomiteth out her
inhabitants." This passage appears to imply that the land
itself was somehow physically tainted by sexual transgressions
so that it could no longer support the inhabitants.

It would seem that the ancient Greeks and Romans Blighting
entertained similar notions as to the wasting effect of incest attributed
According to Sophocles the land of Thebes suffered from to incest
blight, from pestilence, and from the sterility both of women ^aa&
and of cattle under the reign of Oedipus, who had unwittingly Greeks and
slain his father and wedded his mother, and the Delphic
oracle declared that the only way to restore the prosperity
of the country was to banish the sinner from it, as if
his mere presence withered plants, animals, and women.1
No doubt the poet and his hearers set down these public
calamities in great part to the guilt of parricide, which
rested on Oedipus; but they can hardly have failed to
lay much also of the evil at the door of his incest with his
mother. Again, in ancient Italy, under the Emperor Claudius,
a Roman noble was accused of incest with his sister. He
committed suicide, his sister was banished, and the emperor
ordered that certain ancient ceremonies traditionally derived
from the laws of King Servius Tulliu^ should be performed,
and that expiation should be made by the pontiffs at the
sacred grove of Diana,2 probably the famous Arician grove,
which has furnished the starting-point of our enquiry.
As Diana appears to have been a goddess of fertility in
general and of the fruitfulness of women in particular, the
atonement made at her sanctuary for incest may perhaps be
accepted as evidence that the Romans, like other peoples,
attributed to sexual immorality a tendency to blast the fruits
both of the earth and of the womb. This inference is
strengthened by a precept laid down by grave Roman writers
that bakers, cooks, and butlers ought to be strictly chaste
and continent, because it was most important that food and
cups should be handled either by persons under the age of
puberty, or at all events by persons who indulged very
sparingly in sexual intercourse ; for which reason if a baker,
a cook, or a butler broke this rule of continence it was his
bounden duty to wash in a river or other running water

1 Sophocles, Oedipus Tyrannust 22 sqq,, 95 sqq.    a Tacitus, Annals^ xii. 4 and 8.